
1968/11 /06 


!'/ 

4 


trc* a 7 x n 

00 WTE10 
DE VTE 4274 


DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.12356, Sec. 3.4 

Ny_ V - T.eZ— 

Ry ^ , NASA, Datr ! 2 ± 1 ^ 


Received: Washington GommCen 
11:26 AM .EST Wednesday 06 NOV 1968 


Received^ LBJ Ranch ^ornnCen 
11: UO AM CST Wednesday 06 NOV 1968 



FROM WALT POST O'’ 1 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP82724 




c it r o r T i ix c pm i v ryrrr p mt v . 


NOVEMBER 6, [962 

JUST TO SEE WHAT IT MIGHT LOOK LIKE, FOLLOWING IS A OFAFT 
LETTER FROM NIXON TO THIEU WHICH WE MIGHT SOLICIT FROM 
HIM AFTER: 


-- A PRIVATE TALK WITH THE RESIDENT: 

— A DIPLOMATIC AND MILITARY BRIEFING. 

IT WOULD p E BEST IF HE WERE VERY TOUGH IN A PRIVATE COMMUNICATION 
AND DID NOT GO BEYOND WHAT HE SAID ON THE EVE OF THE ELECTION 
IN PUBLIC; NAMELY, HIS VIEW THAT THE TALKS SHOULD PROCEED AND 
HE WOULD DO WHATEVER THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF STATE 
THOUGHT HELPFUL. 


I ASSUME WE SHALL TPY TO DISCOUPAGE THE VISIT OF EMISSAPIES — 
OR NIXON -- TO SAIGON. 

I HAVE, OF COURSE, MOT PUT THIS DRAFT TO ANYONE ELSE YET. 

DRAFT — NOVEMBER 6, lS'68 


DEAR PRESIDENT T U IEU: 


PRESIDENT JOHNSON AMD SECRETARY RUSK HAVE NOW °RIEFED ME 
IN THE GREATEST DETAIL ON THE EVOLUTION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS IN 
PARIS OVER P ECENT MONTHS AND ON THE CONSULTATIONS AND THE 
NEGOTIATIONS ’-'ITH THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM AND ITS 
CONSTITUTIONAL LEADERS. THIS REVIEW INCLUDED ESPECIALLY 
THE DISCUSSIONS AND AGREEMENTS ’’'ITH YOUR GOVERNMENT FROM OCTOBER 
;5 TKPQW^H THE “EGOTIATION THE nD AFT JOINT C'mmhvtcE ON 
OCTOBER ZS AND THE SUB SERVE NT M ITKDPA’WAL OF YOUR GOVERNMENT 
FflOtt THAT AGREEMENT. 
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IN THE LIGHT OF THIS KNOWLEDGE, I WISH TO URGE YOU?, WITH 
ALL THE EMPHASIS I CAM, QUICKLY TO RESOLVE WHATEVER PPOBLEMS 
MAY REMAIN IN GETTING YOUR DELEGATION TO PARIS AND FINDING 
WAYS, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TO COME TO GRIPS PPOMPTLY WITH THE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES ON WHICH 
A PEACE SETTLEMENT DEPENDS. 

YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT I FULLY SHARE PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S 
CONCERN THAT ANY FURTHER DELAY ON THIS MATTEP COULD ENDANGER 
PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND THUS ENDANGER THE STRUGGLE FOR THE INDEPENDENCE AND 
FREEDOM OF SOUTH VIETNAM AND FOP A STABLE AND HONORABLE PEACE 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

AS YOU KNOW, I SHARE PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S VIEW THAT IN THE 
PARIS TALKS THERE WILL BE, FROM OUR SIDE, NO RECOGNITION OF THE 
NLF AS AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY: AND THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WILL 
NOT ATTEMPT TO IMPOSE ON SOUTH VIETNAM A COALITION GOVERNMENT 
WITH THE NLF. 

I HAVE ALSO REVIEWED WITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON, THE SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE, AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF THE 
MILITARY SITUATION IN VIETNAM, INCLUDING PEPOPTS FROM GENERAL 
ABRAMS IN THE FIELD. IT IS MY IMPRESSION THAT, IF WE PROCEED 
WITH PRESENT MILITAPY PLANS, THERE IS NO REASON THAT WE CANNOT 
MOVE FORWARD IN PARIS FROM A POSITION OF NEGOTIATING STRENGTH. 

BUT, I WOULD EMPHASIZE AGAIN, THIS REQUIRES AN APPEARANCE 
IN PARIS OF A GVN DELEGATION WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS, READY 
TO GO TO WORK SEPIOUSLY IN THE SEARCH FOR AN EARLY AND HONORABLE 
PEACE. IN SHORT, I CAN SEE NO GAIN AND POTENTIALLY MUCH LOSS 
FROM ANY EFFORTS BY YOUR GOVERNMENT TO POSTPONE DECISIONS 
WITH RESPECT TO THE PARIS TALKS UNTIL JANUARY 20, 1969. 


RICHARD M. NIXON 
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Just to see what it might look like, following is a draft letter from 
Nixon to Thieu which ve might solicit from him after: 

A private talk with the President; 


A diplomatic and military briefing. 


It would be best if he were very tough in a private communication 

4 

and did not go beyond what he said on the eve of the election in public; 
namely, his view that the talks should proceed and he would do whatever 
the President and Secretary of State thought helpful. 

I assume we shall try to discourage the visit of emissaries --or 


Nixon --to Saigon. 
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Dear President Thieu: 


NLj -2 


By , NARA, IW /a-AXX 

President Johnson and Secretary Rusk have now briefed me in the 

greatest detail on the evolution of the negotiations in Paris over recent 

1 

months and7consultations and negotiations with the Government of 


Vietnam and its constitutional leaders. This review included especially 


the discussions and agreements with your government from October 15 
through the negotiation of the joint communique on October 28 and the 

A 

subsequent withdrawal of your government from that agreement. 

In the light of this knowledge, I wish to urge you, with all the 
emphasis I can, quickly to resolve whatever problems may remain 
in getting your delegation to Paris and finding ways, in collaboration 
the Government of the United States, to come to grips promptly 
<* the substantive issues on which a peace settlement depends. 


You should know that I fully share President Johnson’s concern 
that any further delay on this matter could endanger public support for 
the Government of Vietnam in the United States and thus endanger the 
struggle for the independence and freedom of South Vietnam and for a 
stable and honorable peac-e in Southeast Asia. , , . 


As you know/VFlTnare J^resident Johnson’s view that in tEe*"Paris 


talks there will be, from our side, no recognition of the NL.P 


as an 


independent entity; and that the U. S. Government will not attempt to 
impose on South Vietnam a coalition government with the NLF. 
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I have also reviewed with President Johnson, the Secretary of 
Defense, and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff the military 
situation in Vietnam, including reports from General Abrams in the 
field. It is my impression that, if we proceed with present military 
plans, there is no reason that we cannot move forward in Paris from a 
position of negotiating strength. 

♦ 

But, I would emphasize again, this requires an appearance in 
Paris of a GVN delegation within the next few days, ready to eo to work 
^in the search for an early and honorable peace. In short, I can see no 
gain and potentially much loss from any efforts by your government to 
postpone decisions with respect to the Paris talks until January 20, 1969. 


Richard M. Nixon 
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